CHAPTER XII

M0DEBN   BRATTLE
EXECUTION *

IF from the battle of Saalfeld studied above we come
to the act of force which is implied by modern armies,
many data must be altered :

(1)  Arms have a longer range; they are more deadly;
which compels forces to take up their dispositions for
attack at a greater distance and under better cover*
Similarly, when in action, dispositions must tend, more
than in xhe past, to utilising in its entirety the power of
modern arms, which is henceforth indisputable.

(2)  Armies are more than ever manoeuvring forces;
they cover themselves with greater care than ever.
It is therefore more difficult to reconnoitre the disposi-
tions of the enemy; reconnaissance must be carried
on to a later stage; it has also become more difficult
to immobilise the enemy.

(8) The numbers opposed to each other have reached
unheard-of proportions.

In consequence, assembling troops in view of a
decisive attack requires a long time. Such troops,
once assembled, can generally be used only on the
ground on which they find themselves, for time is
lacking to bring them to some other place* Hence a
necessity for deciding early in what direction the attack
must be delivered, also of more completely reconnoitring
the enemy dispositions and the ground.

The part played by preparation is becoming greater
in every way : Inform better; Resist for a longer time;
and Fix more efficiently.

Similarly,  again, the conduct of attack,  once the

1 According to the studies of battle by Colonel Ardant du Picq,
the lectures of General Oardot, the combat-instructions of General
Millet and General Bonnal.